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INTRODUCTORY SECTION

Introduction

This 1s the first volume of a three-volume course designed to
teach Standard Thal. Standard Thai is the national spoken lan-
guage of Thalland and 1s the dialect of educated speakers of
Bangkok and Central Thailand. Standard Thal 1n spoken and written
form 1s known to some extent by nearly all Thais. There are ap-
proximately 20 milllion speakers.

The materials contalned 1n the first two volumes consist
of the following:

(1) A Programmed Introduction to Thal Phonology,
(2) A standard text of 40 lessons, and

(3) A text glossary.

Not 1ncluded in the text but considred to be an integral part
of the course are a serles of tapes conslsting of taped portions
of the text and other supplementary materials.

These materlials were desligned to be used 1n a course of
instruction where the main focus 1s on teaching the student
to speak and understand Thai. This 1s not to say that reading
and writing should be ignored, but that additional materilals
would be required for that purpose.

Baslc to the approach recommended by the authors of this
text are the followlng tenets:

(1) 1In the classroom only Thai should be spoken.

(2) The teacher should be either a native speaker of Thal,
or a non-native wlth excellent control of the language.

(3) Every effort should be made to make the instruction
both in and out of class approximate 'real!l use of

the language.

(4) The use of audilo-visual devices of all kinds (charts,
films, objects, etc.) is encouraged, but they must be
used 1n such a way as to functlon as an integrated
part of the instructicn and not Just &s an interesting

appendage.



THAI BASIC COURSE

(5) Language learning is a largely a function of the
student'!s interest, motivation, and application;
therefore, every effort should be made to interest
and motivate him tec make the requisite effort to
learn the language. Next to the student, the language
teacher 1s the most Important element in the learning
processsy 1t 1s, therefore, imperative that the teacher
not be restricted to followlng slavishly any particular
course of study. With this 1n mind we encourage Thal
language 1nstructors to look upon thls text and the
accompanying tapes as useful devices which may be
modified as required and should 1n no sense be thought
of as the sole or even the mailn instruments for teach-

ing Thal.

ORGANIZATION AND USE OF THIS COURSE

l. Baslc Dlalog

There 1s a basic dlalog at the beginning of each lesson. It
consists of a limited number of exchanges between two or sometimes
more persons. It represents a somewhat modifled version of a
treal! dialog, since hesltation phenomena, false starts, and other
features regularly occurring in real speech have been elliminated.
It does present what two educated Thal speakers might say in a
given situation 1f they were being partlcularly careful to avold
the features referred to above.

If the student has memorlized the dialogs, he will have a store
of language that 1s readily avallable when needed (assuming he
1s in a situation comparable to that of a particular dialog).
It 1s, therefore, suggested that some time be spent for this
purpose. Most of this time should be cutside of the classroom
wlth the tape recorder, since different students memorize at
different rates, and 1f many class hours are used for this
purpose, 1t wilill prove very boring to qulck learners and very
frustrating to slow ones.

x1



THAI BASIC COURSE

2. Notes

There are three kinds of notes 1n this text: notes on the
dialog, vocabulary notes, and grammar notes. Notes on the dialog
present some information that 1s useful for understanding the
dialog. It i1s often cultural. Vocabulary notes are used to
explain the meaning of a word in somewhat greater depth than 1is
included in the lesson glossary. Grammar notes provide a general
understanding of Thal grammar. They are written in such a manner
as to be useful to even the most linguistically unsophlsticated
learner. All types of notes should be read and studied outside
of class. If some points are still unclear, the instructor may
clarify further by giving additional examples, paraphrasing, or
by explaining in Thai.

3. Drills

The drills in thils textbook are for the purpose of providing
an opportunity for the student to 1sclate a particular feature
(grammatical or semantic) of the language and to practice it in
a limited context until he understands well how to use 1t and can
say 1t with good fluency and pronunciation.

It should be clearly understood that drills of any kind are
simply devices for actuating practice having a particular focus
and with a l1imited objective, and as such they do not represent
Ireal communicationt! 1n language no matter how cleverly they are
arranged; therefore, the lnstructor should be constantly alert
to signs of boredom and should switch to a different type of
activity before that point 1s reached.

All this is not to say that drills do not have a place in
language teaching. It 1is probable that a certain number of
drills are very helpful 1f not absolutely indispensable 1in
learning to speaklng language well.

Various kinds of drill (substitution, transformation, etc.)
are found in this textbook. In most cases 1t 1s obvlious from
the format of the drill what procedure {substitution of an item
in a sentence, rearrangement of a sentence, expansion of a
sentence or phrase, etc.) is called for. In those instances
where it might not be clear, speclal instructions are provided.

xi1
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4, Exercises

IExercises! (as the term is used in thils textbook) are dis-
tilnguisnhable from drills mainly by the type of respcnse they
ellici<. Drills are designed to elicit one particular response
and any other response (even if 1t is correct in form and meaning)
1s unacceptable; whereas, the only requilrement in an exercilse is
that the response conform logzically with the original request
(i.e. 1f you are asked where a certain building 1is, you don't
respond with a description of it instead).

The exercises 1n any particular lessons in this text have two
basic purposes: to provide (1) a setting in whlch communication
of a restricted kind can take place and (2) a means for the in-
structer to test the abllity of the students to use the material
In the lesson 1n more realistic situations.

The exercises 1n the lessons are an especially important part
of the lesson and should be done at the end of the lesszon. If
students are unable to perform well the tasks presented to them,
the 1lnstructor should review any parts of the lesscn that seem
necessary for successful completion of those tasks. In no case
should students go to the next lesscn untll they can do the
exerclses easily, rapldly, and correctly.

. T

5. Lesson and Text Glossaries

At the end of each lesson there is a list of all words occur-
ring for the first time 1n that lesson and at the end c¢f the
volume there 1is a complete list of words in the first volume.

All entries are listed in alphabetical crder (English alphzbet)
and are written 1n a phonemic transcription using Roman letters.
With each noun 1is 1ts unit classifier. A limited number of the
more useful noun and verb ccmpounds are included. Two examples
are gilven below:

m35 (khon) ...... doctor (medical)

khdw pajJ ...... to enter (away from the speaker)

kh8w maa ...... to enter (towards the speaker)

xiii
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6. Taped Material

Besides the tapes which form a major part of the Programmed
Introduction to Thal Phonology, there are tapes of various kinds
that accompany each lesson. The dlalogs and most of the essential
drills are recorded on the lesson tapes; however, they are re-
corded in such a manner as not to be an exact duplicate of the
way in which the drill will be conducted 1n class, since the

purpose of the tapes 1is to supplement not replace classroom work.
Special pronunciation drills and remarks are included on the tapes.

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE STUDENT ON USE OF PROGRAMMED
INTRODUCTION TO THAI PHONOLOGY

The purpose of thils materlal 1s to acqualnt you with the
significant features of the Thal sound system. 'Significant!
as used here refers to those features which distinguish words;
for example, in English the words slt and set are distinguished
only by the quality of the two vowels; therefore, we can say
that vowel quality is significant in English (i.e. if you say
81t instead of set, you may be misunderstood.) It 1s, therefore,
important that you learn to hear and produce vowel quallty. On
the other hand, 1t doesn!t matter whether you pronounce the vowel
in hit long or short. You may find 1t a l1little harder to under-
stand a Southerner who pronounces hit with a slightly longer vowel
than you do, but you will not confuse 1t with heat, which has
different vowel guallity. We can see then that vowel gquality is
significant, but vowel length isn!'t in English.

The significant features of the Thal sound system referred
to here relate to contrasts in pltch contour, length of vowels
and diphthongs, aspiration of consonants, and syllable prominence.

In addition to the sound features referred to, you will be
taught to read and write the speclal phonetlc transcription which
1s used in the Thal Basic Course that follows thils lnstruction.

The followlng procedure should be used with these materlals:

(1) Put tape 1 of the Programmed Introduction on the
tape recorder and proceed through 1t carrylng out
the instructions you hear on the tape. You will

x1v
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(2)

(%)

(5)

(6)

not need to refer to the text except for those portions
of the material where you are asked to read or write

something.

When you are asked to write something, write 1t in the
text and check your answers. If you need mecre time
than 1s provided on the tape for checklng your answers,
stop the machine.

If at any time in the program, you are confused about
something, stop the tape, rewind it and listen to that
particular part again.

Although the program was desligned primarily for use
before beginning lesson one in the text, all of 1t
or parts of 1t can be used profltably at later stages
in the course as well.

It 1s suggested that you do not work for longer periods
of time than 30 minutes. Take a short break, and then
return. All of the tapes can be completed in one day.

Since almost all of the material 1s only on tape, 1t
would be clearly impossible to do the program without
the tapes and a tape recorder.

Xv
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A PROGRAMMED INTRODUCTION TO THAI PHONOLOGY

(Student!s Text)

Part I 1s on Tape onlx.1

Part II, Section 1, Frames 1-10, are on Tape only.

Frame

11

12

13

14

15

2

Content

Observe the way this word 1s wrltten in the
special writing system used 1n this book:

phaa

The tph! 1s used to represent the initial
consonant 1n the word, which sounds like the
Ip! in tpat! in English. The 'aa! stands for
'long a', which sounds 1like -'ah! in !father!.

Observe the way this word 1s wrltten. Notice
particularly the symbol above the vowels.

phéa
The that! or !circumflex accent? over the first

vowel 1s used to 1lndlicate that the vowel 1s
pronounced wilth a high fallling pltch contour.

Pronounce this word 3 times: ph3a
After each attempt listen to the tape for
confirmation.

The only 'frames'! that are written out in this text are
thosé where you are asked to look at how something 1s
wrltteny otherwlse, the content of the frame 1s voiced

You will be notifled by the tape when you are to refer
to the written text. Be sure to cover the answer when

dolng a written frame.

xvi
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16

17

Answers:

18

Answers:

19

20

21

22

Answers:

Content

If no mark 1s written above the vowel, that is
indication that the word 1s to be pronounced

with a mid level pitch contour.

pronunciation of phaa.

Listen to the

Listen to the pronunciation of the followlng words
and write a mark above the vowel when necessary:

(1) phaa

(1) phaa

(2) phaa

(2) phaa

(3) phaa

(3) phaa

(4) phaa (5) phaa

(4) phda (5) phia

Listen to the followlng words and write them in
the Thal transcriptlon in the spaces below:

(1)

(1) phaa

This word has low rising pitch.

(2)

(2) ph8a '(3) phaa

(3)

(%) (5)

(4) ph8a (5) phaa

It 1s written ph3a.

The mark / ¥/ 1s written above the vowel to indicate
that 1t 1s to be pronounced with a low rising pitch

contour.

Read the following words.
the Tape.

(1) ph¥a
(6) phXa

(2) phaa

(3) phia

Check your response by

(4) phaa (5) phia

Put the tone markers on the following words after
they are pronounced on the tape.

(1) phaa
(6) phaa

(1) phéa
(6) phXa

(2) phaa
(7) phaa

(2) ph¥a
(7) phaa

xvii

(3) phaa
(8) phaa

(3) phaa
(8) phia

(4) phaa (5) phaa

(4) phda (5) ph3a



THAI BASIC COURSE

Frame

23

Answers:

Transcribe the following words:

(1)
(6)

(1) phXa
(6) phaa

(2) phaa
(7) phia

(3)
(8)

(3) phda
(8) phaa

(4)
(9)

(4) ph¥a

(3) ph¥a

(5)
(10)

(5) phéa
(10) phéa

Part II Section 1, Drills, Frames 1-17 are on tape only.

Frame

18

19

Answers:

This time look at the words below as they are

read on the tape.

written in the special wrlting system.

(1) naa
(6) m¥a

(11) khaa (12) 1%a
(16) thaa (17) nfa

This time wrilte the words you hear

(3) 1laa

phaa (8) maa

(13) daa
(18) phia

in the spaces below usling the

system:

(1)
(6)
(11)
(16)

(1) phfa (2)

(6) f¥a

(11) kh¥a (12) laa
(17) th¥a (18) khaa

(16) saa

(3)
(8)
(13)
(18)
(3) thX¥a

(8) ph¥a
(13) h¥a

(4)
(9)
(14)
(19)

(4)
(9)
(14)
(19)
(4)
(9)

(14)
(19)

h&a
s3a
bia
h¥a

Note carefully how they are

(5) khia
(10) thaa
(15) wia
(20) saa

on the tape
speclal writing

S 80 o
> > M W
PP

m

(5)
(10)
(15)
(20)
(5) knhia

(10) thaa

(15) phaa
(20) mXa



THAI BASIC COURSE

Part II Section 2, Frames 1-10 are on Tape only.
Frame Content
11 The symbol / '/ above the vowel 1s used to indicate

High piltch contour. Put the correct tone marker
above the vowel 1n the words below:

(1) chaan (2) maa (3) laan (4) khaa

Answers: (1) chdan (2) maa (3) laan (4) khaa
Part II, Section 2, Frames 12-20 are on Tape only.
21 Indicate the pltch contour of the followlng words

by writing / */ for high falling pitch; / °/ for
High; and nothing for mid level.

(1) khaan (2) khaan (3) khaan (4) khaan (5) khaan

Answer: (1) khfan (2) khaan (3) khaan (4) khfan (5) khaap
22 Listen to these words and transcribe them below!
{1) (2) (3) (%) (5)
(6) (7) (8)

Answers: (1) khaan (2) khfan (3) khaan (4) khaap
(5) knfan (6) khaan (7) khaan (8) knhfanp
23 Read the followlng words and listen to the tape
for pronunciation check:
(1) khaan (2) khaan (3) khZan (4) khaan
(5) khdan (6) khaan (7) khaan (8) khian
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Part II, Section 2 Drills, Frames 1-9 are on Tape only.

Frame Content
10 Read the following words:
(1) khaa (2) nfan (3) phdat (4) mda
(5) wAa (6) th8a (7) khaan (8) mfak

11 Write the words you hear below:

(1) (2) (3) (4)

(5) (6) (7) (8)
Answers: (1) ph8a (2) ndam (3} mda (4) thaa

(5) 1aa (6) naa (7) m@ak (8) khaan

Part II, Section 3, Frames 1-5 are on Tape only.
6 This word 1s written as follows phlt

7 Write thils word:

Answer: phlt

8 This word 1s written phit
What 1s the pltch contour on this word?

S Do these two words sound the same?
10 Do these two words sound the same?
11 True or false? The symbol / '/ 1s used to indicate

low pltch contour. .

Answers True
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Frame

12

Answer:

13

Answer:

Content

The symbol / “/ 1s used to indicate high falling
pltch contour. True or false?

True

/ph/ 1s used to transcribe a sound that 1s like
the 'p! 1n the English word pit. True or false?

True

Frames 14-17 are on Tape only.

18

19
20

Answer:
21
Answer.

22

23

Part II,

31

This word is written khiat
This word 1ls written khaat -

Transcribe this word:

khiat

Transcrlibe this word:s

khaat

Pronounce these words after the tape:
(1) phlt (2) khiat (3) khaat (4) phit (5) khaat
(6) phlt (7) pnit (8) khAat (9) phit (10) khaat

Read these words. Check your responses wilth the
tape.

(1) phlt (2) knh3at (3) khaat (4) phit (5) khaat
(6) phlt (7) phit (8) khiat (9) phit (10) khaat

Section 3, Frames 24-30 are on Tape only.

Read the words below:

(1) phaa (2) mXa (3) thaan (4) thX¥am -
(5) thaan (63 kh¥an (7) n¥am (8) nXa

xxi
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Frame

32

Answers:

Content
Write the words you hear in the space below:
(1) (2) (3) (4)
(5) (6) (7) (8)

(1) phaan (2) m¥a (3) phaa  (4) khX¥an
(5) n¥a (6) phaat (7) th¥a  (8) thaap

Part III, Section 1, Frames 1-23 are on Tape only.

24

25

Answer:

In the speclal phonetic alphabet used in the
Thai Baslc Course, aspirated t is written th
(The h stands for aspiration).

How would you write thls word in the special
alphabet?

thaa

Frames 26-36 are on the Tape only.

37

38

Answers:

The word meaning l'eyel! 1s wrltten taa in the
special phonetic alphabet.

Write these words in a phonetic transcription
as you hear them.

1. 2. 3. 4,

5. 6. 7. 8.

1. taa 2. thaa 3. thaa 4. taa
5. taa 6. thaa 7. taa 8. thaa
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Part III, Section 1 Drill, Frames 1-10 are on Tape only.
‘ame Content

11 Listen to the followlng words as they are
pronounced on the tape:
(1) thaa (2) taa (3) tlu (4) thQu
(5) tii1 (6) thii (7) taa (8) thaa
(9) taan (10) thaan (11) ti1  (12) thii
(13) thaa (14) tii (15) tQu (16) thiu

(17) thaan (18) ti1
12 Listen to a series of Thal words. If a word .
begins with an aspirated t, write th in the

space beside 1ts number; I1f it begzhs wlth
an unaspirated t, write £ after 1ts number.

1. 2. 3. 4,

5. 6. 7. 8.

9. 10.

Answers: 1. t 2. th 3. ¢t 4, th 5. ¢t
6. th 7. th 8. th 9. t 10. ¢

13 Transcribe the words you hear in the spaces below:
1. 2. 3. 4,
5. 6. Te 8.
9. 10. 11. 12.
13. 14, 15. 16.
Answers: 1. taa 2. thaan 3. taan L, thaa 5. thaarq_

6. thii 7. too 8. ti1 9. thoo 10. taa
11. ti1 12. thaan 13. thaa 14. taan 15. thaan

16. taa
xxiii
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Part III, Section 2, Frames 1-U4 are on Tape only.

Frame Content
5 It begins with an unaspirated t (it doesn!t have

a puff of air after it) and 1t 1is written tii in
the special alphabet.

Frames 6-8 are on Tape only.

9 It begins with 4 and 1is written dii

Frames 10-~14 are on Tape only.

™~

15 Identify the following words by writing d, ¢,
or th in the blank by thelr numbers, after you
hear them on tape.

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
(6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

Answers:s 1. d 2. th 3. th 4. ¢ 5. d
6. th T. d 8. t 9. th 10. d

Part III, Section 3, Frame 1-5 are on Tape only.
6 This word 1s written phaa.

The 'h! after the !'p! shows that the 1p! 1s
aspirated.

7 Does this word begin with an taspirated p!'?

8 How would you write this word?:

Answer: phaa

xxiv
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Frames 9-18 are on Tape only.

19 The word meaning !'father's elder sister! 1s written
Eﬁa in the specilal writing system used in the text.
Listen to 1t.

20 The word meaning 'cloth! is written phia
21 You will now hear several repetitions of these

two words. As you hear each one, write it in
transcription in the space below:

1. 2. 3. u,
5' e ———— 6' o 70 e 8.

Answers: (1) p8a (2) p8a (3) ph8a (4) p3a
(5) phda (6) ph8a (7) pda  (8) phia -

Part III, Section 3 Drill, Frames 1-10 are on Tape only.

11 Listen to a serles of Thal words. If a word
begins with an asplrated p, write ph in the
space beslide 1ts number; 1f 1t begins with
an unasplirated p, write p after 1ts number.

1. 2. 3. 4, 5.

S — e ——— 7 umm———

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.
Answerss l. p 2. ph 3. ph 4. ph 5. p 6. ph 7. 0p
8. p 9. ph 10. p
12 Listen to the following words as they are pronounced
on the tape:
1. paaj 2. phiu 3. paa 4, paa 5. paa
6. plu 7. phaan 8. phaa 9. phfa 10. phaan
11. pazan 12. ph8a 13. phaan 14. pii 15. phYi
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Frame

13

Answers:

Content

Write the words you hear in the phonetic transcrip-
tion 1in the spaces below:

1. 2. 3. 4,
5. 6. 7. 8.
9. 10. 11. 12.

13. 14, 15.

1. phaa 2. pda 3. ph8a 4. paan 5. phaan
6. paa 7. phda 8. ph2a 9. pfa 10. paa
11. phaa 12. pliu 13. ph@lu 14. pdaj 15. phaa

Part III, Section 4, Frames 1-8 are on Tape only.

9

10

11

Read the following words and check your readings
with the tape.

(1) pda (2) bda (3) pda (4) b8a (5) pia

A palr of words will be spoken, if they sound the
same, say !Same!; 1if different, say tDifferent!.

Look at the followlng words as they are read on
the tape. Notice in particular the tone marks
above the vowels;

(1) pit (2) baj (3) blan (L) paak (5) phap
(6) paa (7) baa (8) baan (9) pda (10) blt
(11) paa

xxvl
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Frame

12

Answers:

Notes

Part IXI,

3

Answers:

Content

Write the words you hear on the tape in the spaces
below:

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
(6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

1. pAa 2. b8a 3. paa 4. bda 5. paa
6. bAan 7. paan 8. bfan 9. paat 10. paak

If you didn't get most of them right including the
correct tone mark, use a clean plece of paper-and
repeat the drill, as well as frame 11 above.

Section 4 Drill, Frames 1 and 2 are on Tape only.

Read the words below. Check with the tape for
pronunclation.

(1) baan (2) pet (3) baat (4) phu
(5) phEn  (6) baa (7) pii (8) phia
(9) paan (10) baan  (11) bdan  (12) phat
(13) paa  (14) plaa  (15) pdaj

Write the words you hear in transcriptlon below:

(1) (2) (3) (4)
(5) (6) (7) (8)
(9) (10)

(1) paa (2) phfa (3) baan (4) paa (5) pen
(6) phaa (7) b8a  (8) phaan (9) phlt (10) plaa

xxvil
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Part III, Section 5, Frames 1-7 are on Tape only.

Frame

8

Answer:

Content
In transcription aspirated k 1s wrltthen kh. The

'h! stands for the alr stream. Write the symbol
for the 1nitial sound in these words:

(1) (2) (3) (&)

To all 4: kh

Frames 9-12 are on Tape only.

13

Answer:

Unaspirated k is written 'k!. In the spaces below
write the symbol for the initial consonant sound
in these words:

(1) (2) (3) (%)

In each case 1s k.

Frames 14-17 are on Tape only.

18

Answers:

19

Listen to these words. If a word begins with
aspirated k, write kh opposite 1ts number; 1if
unaspirated k, write k.

(1) (2) (3) (4)
(5) (6)

l- kh, 2. k, 40 kh, 50 k, 6- kh

Read the words below. Check your responses with
the tape:

(1) kaap (2) khl1  (3) kin (4) kaan
(5) kap (6) k183 (7) kh@an (8) kin
(9) kaj (10) khaat (11) khaa (12) kfan
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Frame Content
20 Write these words:

(1) (2) (3) (4)

(5) (6) (7) (8)

(9) (10) (11) (12)

Answers: (1) kaan (2) khaa (3) kf8an (4) khap
(5) khian (6) kh¥n (7) kaJ (8) k8an
(9) kh&an (10) klaj (11) khaat (12) kap

Part III, Section 6, Frames 1-9 are on Tape only.

1C The symbol ch 1s used to write the initial
consonant 1n these words. The !'c¢! indicates
the sound 1s made at the hard palate (!the
celling of the mouth!) and the 'h' indicates
that there 1s a stream of alr after the 1lclt.
Wrlte the 1initial consonant of these words
in the spaces below:

(1) (2) (3) (4)

The answer in each case above 1s ch. (Don't
forget: tc! for lcelling! and 'h'! for aspira-
tion.)

11 The 1nitial sound in this Thal word is also made
with the tongue on the hard palate (i.e. 'the
celling! of the mouth).

12 There 1s no aspiration after the initial consonant.
13 This sound that i1s made at the hard paléte and 1s

without aspiration 1s written !c!. Write the
initlal sound of these words 1n the space below:

(1) (2) (3) (%)

xxix
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Frame Content

nwers, (e (e (3)c (8

Frames 14-19 are on Tape only.

20 Read the following words:
(1) chat (2) cak (3) cap (4) chan
(5) chdat (6) cuan (7) chfaw (8) cet
(9) cep (10) chap (11) caak (12) cat
(13) chaa  (14) can (15) cam

21 Write the following words in the spaces belows
(1) (2) (3) (4)
(5) (6) (7) (8)
(9) (10) (11) (12)
(13) (14)

Answers: (1) caak (2) cham (3) cet (4) chBat
(5) chin (6) cém (7) com (8) cop
(9) chon (10) chaan (11) cot (12) coom
(13) caan (14) chat

Part III, Sectlon 7, Frames 1-3 are on Tape only.

4 You can hear the quallty of this sound easlly by
saying lng several times. This sound 1s called
a velar nasal and 1s written 5 in phonetic writing.
Please observe that 5 1s like n wlth a long bent

tall on 1¢t.

5 The velar nasal /n/ occurs finally in many English
words (bring, sing, etc.) and 1t also occurs medial=-

ly in some words (singer, etc.), but 1t never occurs
in initial position.

XXX
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Frame

Answer:

8

10

11

12

Content

This Thail word ends In a velar nasal like bring
in English.

What sound do these words end in?

n

The final sound 1n these words would be written
/n/. True or false?

These words end 1n a nasal sound also but not the
velar nasal. Listen to these words. What 13 the
final sound?

Now you will hear some palrs of words. The first
member of the pair ends in the velar nasaly the
second, 1n n. Listen to the difference.

The velar nasal occurs at the beginning of some
Thal words. Llsten to these examples:

Contrast these words beginning with /n/ with those
beginning with /n/.

Frame 13-16 are on Tape only.

17

18

Answers:

Read the following words:

(1) naa (2) naan (3) naam (4) nan
(5) nuu (6) ngdag (7) nean (8) naJ

Write the followlng words:
(1) (2) (3) (4)

(1) naa (2) naam (3) ndaj (4) naJ

xxxi
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Part III, Section 8, Frames 1l-4 are on Tape only.

Frame

5.

Content

If you sald 'an old oak! (with clear separation
between old and oak), what you sald would be
written phonetically as follows:

sen owld ? owk (The symbol ? represents the
glottal stop)

Frames 6-9 are on Tape only.

10

Part III,
16

Answers:

Being careful to put a glottal stop at the end
of each syllable, pronounce the following words
when you hear the number:

(1) na (2) s} (3) phra (4) nd (5) mf

(Note: The glottal sftop symbol 1s not usually
written after short vowels slnce 1ts
occurrence is predictable.)

Section 9, Frames 1-15 are on Tape only.

Listen to these words and write the final stops
(ps t, or k) in the space below:

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
(6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

(e (@t (3) k (M p (5 k
(6) ¢t (7) x (8) p (9) p (10) k

xxxil
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Part III, Section 10, Frames 1-4 are on Tape only.

Frame Content
5 Write the final sound of
below (use ? for glottal
(1) (2) (3)
(6) (7) (8)
Answers: l. p 2. k 3. °? 4,
8. 2 9. p 10. °

Frames 6-9 are on Tape only.

these words in the space
stop):

(%)
(9)

(5)
(10)

5. ? 6. t 7. ¢t

10 Write the final sound of these words below:
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
(6) (7) (8) (9) (10)
Answers: 1. 8 2.t 3.k 4,88 5.p 6.k T7.p
8. 8a 9. kx 10. 4a
Part IV, Section 1, Frames 1-2 are on Tape only.
3 The diphthong 1s made up of two parts:

a as 1n bah plus a glide

like W

It would be written /haw/ in phonetic transcription.

Frames L4-6 are on Tape only.

7 The diphthong in this word could be written /aw/.
The first part 1s a and the last part 1s a w glide.

xxxili
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Frame

Frames 8-10 are on Tape only.

Content
11 The diphthong in this word could be written aaw.
The first part is a long a and the second part
is a w glide.
12 The aa and the w glide are about equally loud but

the aa 1is considerably longer than the w glide.
This is called a long diphthong.

Frames 13-18 are on Tape only.
19 Read the followling words:

(1) kh@w (2) chaaw (3) mAw (4) plaaw
(5) s¥aw (6) ciw (7) k8w (8) chaaw

20 Write these words in the space below:
(1) (2) (3) (4)
(5) (6) (7) (8)

Answerss (1) kh¥aw (2) s8w  (3) chaaw (4) 18w

(5) n¥aw (6) kh8aw (7) raw (8) khiw

Part IV, Section 2.

1 This word ends 1n a dilphthong.

2 The diphthong in this word 1is written /aj/ which
means that 1t begins with an ah sound and ends

with an tee! glide.

3 The ah sound and the ee glide are about equally
loud, , but the ee glide 1s longer.

xxxiv
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Frames 4-9 are on Tape only.

Frame Content
10 The long diphthong in these words 1s wrltten aaj.
Write the words you hear below:
(1) (2) (3) (4)
(5) (6)

Answers: 1. chaaj 2. daajJ 3. naa] 4. thaaj 5. kh¥aj
6. baaj]

Frames 11-13 are on Tape only.

14 Read the words below and check your responses
wlth the tape:

(1) paJ (2) d83 (3) chaaJ,  (4) hKay
(5) baaj (6) thaJ

15 Write the words you hear belows
(1) (2) (3) (L)
(5) (6) (7) (8)
(9) (10)

Answers: 1. najJ 2. d8) 3. chaajJ 4. klaajJ 5. h&j
6. xh¥aj 7. jaJ 8. thaj 9. kl8j 10. baaj
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Part IV, Section 3, Frames l-14 are on Tape only.

Frame

15

16

Answers:

Content

Read the following words:
(1) caak (2) chan (3) fan (4) s¥am (5)
(6) kxhan (7) thaan (8) 1%¥n (9) ph&ak (10)

Write the following wordss
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
(6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

1. w¥n 2. khfan 3. taan 4. phan 5. ldan
6. naan 7. tham 8. d8am 9. thaan 10. cap

Part V, Section 1, Frames 1-13 are on Tape only.

Part V, Section 2, Frames 1-8 are on Tape only.

9

raan

wan

A syllable in Thail has 4 parts to it: an initial
consonant, a vocalism, an optional final consonant
and a pitch contour. Here are examples of each of

the types of syllables:

(a) Consonant plus long vowel

(b) Consonant plus long vowel plus nasal
(¢) Consonant plus long vowel plus glide
(d) Consonant plus long vowel plus stop
(e) Consonant plus short vowel plus nasal
(f) Consonant plus short vowel plus glide

(g) Consonant plus short vowel plus stop

Frames 10-14 are on Tape only.

This 1s the end of The Programmed
Introduction to Thal Phonology.

xxxvi
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REFERENCE CHART OF SPECIAL SYMBOLS
USED IN THAI BASIC COURSE

When Thais write Thal they use the regular writing system,
thich 1s a rather complex system based on Sanscrit. After you
\ave been studying the spoken language for 6 to 8 weeks, you will
regin to learn to read in this system. Since 1t 1s fairly dif-
'icult to learn regular Thal orthography, it is considered in-
.dvlisable to require you to learn 1t in addition to learning the
'poken language at the beginning; therefore,a speclal system of
sranscription 1s used throughout the first volume of the Thal
Jasic Course. In thls system regular Roman letters plus a few
thonetic symbols are used. The system 1s completely regular, and
'ou will learn to read 1t rather quickly. In fact, 1f you have
Jdready finished the Programmed Introduction, you may already
now most of i1t. Please keep in mind that no writing system
eflects accurately and precisely the sound system of a language,
o rely on your ears and not on any written symbols (including
he regular Thal orthography) for the pronunciation of Thal words
nd sentences.

It will help you understand the summary of the transcription
ystem that follows, 1f you are aware of 3 conventions that are
sed in 1t: (1) Vowel length 1s indicated by a doubling of the
owel symbol, (2) An 'h! after an initial consonant indicates that
he consonant is taspirated!, and (3) Pitch contours are indicated
¥ placing certaln kinds of symbols above vowels; thus Ehﬁa refers
o an taspirated p!, followed by !long a', which has a ‘'high
alling'! pitch contour.

REFERENCE CHART

ymbol Usual English Approximate Pronunclation
Letter
b : b simllar to English b in
Samba.
o p (after s) like the p in spy i

(no puff of air after p)
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Symbol Usual English Approximate Pronunciation
Letter
ph p like the p in pile
(puff of air after p)
d d similar to English d in Sunday
t t (after s) like the t in sty
(no puff of air after t)
th t like the t in tie
(puff of air after %)
k k (after s) like the k in ski
kh k like the k 1in Korea
c .. between English Jjet and Chet
ch ch between ch 1in cheat and sh
in sheet
r r r as in red may be used
T}arely occurs in Bangkok
dialect)
1 1 1l as 1n long
m m m as in me
h h h as in hen
f f f as in fun
] S s as 1n see
n n n as need
n -ng (only final) 1lilke -ng in sing
W W W as 1n we
J y y as in yet
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[mbol

11

ee

EE

yy

93

aa

uu

o]0

20

1w

Usual English

Letter

ee, ea

a, ay

(e]e]

ou

Approximate Pronuncilation

i in sip

ee as 1n see
e as in pet

as in made

|

as in and

as 1n fan

(o

in sugar 1s somewhat similar

somewhat similar to -er in
baker but shorter and without

Ir! quality

similar to a but longer.
British pronunciatlon

of sir

somewhat similar to u in fun
a as 1in father

oo as in look

ou as in you

o as in cone but shorter

o as 1n so

aw as in law
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Symbol

ew
eew
ew
aw
aaw
uJ

oo0J

00J
aj
aaj
la
ya
ua

law

yad

Usual English

Letter

oy

oy

vy, 1

ee, le, e

(o] o)

eo

Approximate Pronunciation

ow as in cow

ow as in cow (longer than aw)

oy as in toy
oy as in toy (longer than oJ)

Yy as 1n my

y as in my (longer than aj)
ee as in beer (without r)
oo as in poor (without r)

eo as 1in Leo
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THAI TONE CHART

The shapes, names and symbols used for five signiflcant
pltch contours in Thal are glven below:

Written . ,
Examples: . khaa khaa khia khaa kh¥a
Approximate ' _/
Pitch —\
Range
Name of Mid Low High High Low
Contour Level Falling Rising

@ % 0 0 0 ¢ 5 T 89 6 ¢ 080 0 a0 800 20T RS e e e e ® € 9 00 00000 S0

A NN

x11
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LESSON ONE

1.0 BASIC DIALOG: Greeting Someone

A. sawatdii khrap Hello.
khun sabaajdii r§ khrap How are you?

B. ph®m sabaajdii khrap I'm fine.
khdopkhun Thank you.
léew khun la khrép And you?

A. ph¥%m sabaajdiil khrap I'm fine.

1.1 NOTE ON THE DIALOG

sawatdii is a very common salute in Thalland. It may be used
for greeting someone or for leavetaking. It 1s usually ac¢-
companied by a 'wai'! (wdj).

The 'wai!'! 1s 1llustrated in the picture below. The height
of the hands in the !wal! 1s in Inverse ratio to the age
and social position of the partlcipants. 1In the plcture
below the woman is older and 1s of equal or higher socilal
status than the man.

\
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1.2 GRAMMAR NOTES

a)

b)

d)

£)

phdm, dichi¥n, khun, and kh3w are pronouns in Thai.

ph¥m means 'I' and 1s used by males only.

dichan or dihan (or in formal usage dichXn) means 'I?
and 1s used only by females.

khun is a polite form for t!youl.

khaw (in slow distinct speech kh3w) means 'he, she, or
they!.

sabaajdil 'to be well, to be 1n good health! is a verb.
The verb 1n Thal does not undergo changes in form, hence

sabaajdii might be translated 'am, is, are fine! accord-
ing to 1ts subject.

The subjJect precedes the verb in Thai, hence the sentence
phdm sabaajdiiis the most common type of statement.

Statements may be changed into questions by adding a
question word at the end.

Statements khun sabaajdil You are well.!
Question: khun sabaajdii riy lAre you well?!

r¥y is a questlon word that 1s used to ask for verifica-
tion. It may occur after words, phrases, or sentences.
It 1s usually unstressed and may be pronounced in any of
the followling ways:

When sentence final: 1¥y, 1%s, r¥y, rds, 3s
Before khrap (kha): ry, 1ly, 18, rée, 8, ¥y
khrap (or khap) is a particle used as the final element

of statements or questions. It 1ngicates that the speaker
is male. It is often pronounced ha? in rapid speech.



THAI BASIC COURSE

1.3

g)

h)

k)

khZ 1s a particle used as the final element of a statement.
It iIndicates that the speaker is female. It may be pro-
nounced h& in rapid speech.

kha 1s similar in usage to khi except tha§ 1t is used at
the end of a guestion. 1In rapld speech ha may be used
instead of khi.

The omission of the polite particles khrap, khi, and kha
may result in rather abrupt-sounding or impolite speech;
it i1s, therefore, advisable to put one 1n at least once
in each utterance.

l€ew 'and! 1s used to connect sentences.
1éew (khun, khaw, etc.) la (khrap, kha) is a kind of echo

type question; that 1s, it forms a question which 1s based
on the previous statement.

Statement. phdm sabaajdil 'I'm fine.!

Echo question: leew khun la Kkhrap 'And how are you?!

GRAMMAR DRILLS

a)

Expanslon Drill

sabaa] (am) fine

sabaa] dii (am) fine

phdm sabaaj dii I (male) am fine.
ph¥m sabaaj dii khrap I (male) am fine.
sabaa] (am) fine

sabaaj dii (am) fine

dichan sabaaj dii I (female) am fine.
dichan sabaaj dil kha I (female) am fine.
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Substitution Drill

Cue Pattern
phdm sabaajdii khrap I am fine.
khun khun sabaajdii khrap You are fine.
khaw khaw sabaajdil khrap He/she/they is/are fine.
khun khun sabaajdii khrap You are fine.
phdm phdm sabaajdii khrap I am fine.

Repeat the drill using dichan / khi for ph¥m / khrép

Substiltution Drill

Cue Pattern

l€ew khun la khrap And you?
khaw l€ew khaw la khrap And he?
khun l€ew khun la khrap And you?
khaw 1€ew khaw la khrap And they?
khun . léew khun la khrap And you?

Substitution Drill

Cue Pattern

ph¥m sabaajdli l€ew khun la khrap

khaw ph¥m sabaajdii leew khaw la khrap
khun phd¥m sabaajdii l€ew khun la khrap
khaw ph¥m sabasjdil 1l€ew khaw la khrap
khun ph¥m sabaajdii 1l€sw khun la khrap

Repeat the drill using dichan / kha for ph®m / khrap.
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1.4

Transformation Drill (Change into questions with r¥y)

Question

sabaajdii ryy
sabaajdii r¥y
sabaajdil r¥y
sabaajdii r¥y

Are you well?
Is she well?
Are you well?

Are they well?

If there are female members of the class, repeat the
basic dlalog using female pronouns and polite words.

Each person ilnqulres about the health of the person next
to him, to which that person replies that he 1s fine.

The instructor asks each student how he 1s, and each

Each student asks the instructor how he 1ls, and the

e)
Statement
khun sabaajdiil khun
Khaw sabaajdii khaw
khun sabaajdiil khun
khaw sabaajdiil khaw
f) Dialog Variation Drill
EXERCISES
a)
b)
student replies.
c)
instructor responds.
a)

The 1nstructor has student A ask student B how student
C's health 1is, to which student B replies that 1t is
good. (The instructor should continue thls exercise
untll every student has asked and responded at least

once.)
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1.5 VOCABULARY

dich¥n, dichan I (female speaker)

dii (to be) good

kha, hi polite particle, statement by a female
kha, ha polite particle, guestion by a female
kh¥w, khaw he, she; they (third person, singular and

plural). It does not refer to things.

khoopkhun thank you

Khrap, ha®, khdp  polite particle, used in statements and
questions by males

khun you (singular only) polite form

la question word

leew and (sentence connective)

rhdm I (male speaker)

r¥y, ry, 1¥y, 1y  question word

sabaajdii to feel well, be in good health
sawatdii hello (used for greeting or leavetaking)





