BASIC COURSE

Foreword

This course is based on the speech of two members of the
Ezinehite group of Igbos in Central Owerri Province between the
towns of Owerri and Umuahia, Eastern Nigeria. Their speech is
representative ''Central Igbo'.

The essential phonological and grammatical structures of
Igbo are presented within a small vocabulary. The omission of
many common words is justified on the premise that, once the
structure is grasped, vocabulary building can proceed apace. The
words presented are however useful, lend themselves to the con-
struction of natural though limited utterances, and exemplify all
the phonemes of Igbo in representative environments. There are,
if compounds and derivatives are not counted separately, about six
hundred vocabulary items,

The course materials consist of four parts:

I. Tone Drills - a set of seventy-five exercises
on the recognition of tone distinctions and
patterns,

II. Twenty-four units (1-24) containing:

a. Dialogues
b. Notes
c. Drills

III. Six units (25-30) containing:

a. Dialogues
b. Short Narratives

IV. Vocabulary

The dialogues of the thirty units in the Basic Course are
presented in four columns headed Pronunciation, Structure, Spell-
ing and English. The Pronunciation column represents, as clearly
as possible within the orthographic conventions adopted (and ex-
plained in Note 1.1) the speech of the Igbo authors of this course
as recorded on the accompanying tapes,

The Structure column contains, where necessary, parenthetic
notes concerning the tone class membership of nouns or verbs, the
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membership of forms in other grammatical categories and the like,
pPlus a respelling of the utterances more nearly conforming to the
shapes of the morphemes in isolation. The tone patterns of the
utterances are, however, not changed in this column from those in
the first column.

The Spelling column presents the same utterances in Igbo or-
thography. The orthography chosen is the so-called 'old' orthog-
raphy which is more common than the 'new' and which serves as the
basis for the transcription used in the Pronunciation and Structure
columns. Because of a considerable variation in Igbo spelling in
various printed materials available to the writers, the personal
practice of the Igbo members of the team producing these units was
generally followed. Thus the spelling column represents a spelling
rather than the spelling and serves to introduce the student to
some of the common spelling conventions and to accustom him to the
appearance of Igbo written without tone marks and with spaces be-
tween 'words' and/or other units. After these materials were pre-
pared news come of the adoption of a newer orthography for Igbo
which more nearly approximates the spelling of our Structure col-
umn but which does not mark tone, aspiration or nasalization.

The final column, English, gives a more or less literal trans-
lation in accordance with the following conventions:

1. Items needed in smooth translation but not directly trans-
lating anything in the Igbo are entered in square brackets

( 1.

2. 1Items occurring in the Igbo but not contributing to smooth
translation into English are given in parehtheses ( ).

3. More literal translations, where required, are enclosed in
single quotes within parentheses (' ").

Thus a smoother translation can usually be obtained by read-
ing items in square brackets and omitting those in parentheses,

In accordance with these conventions, the Igbo equivalent of
'Where are you going?' might appear in the units as follows:

In Column l: Jléebilij'e
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.

In Column 2: olée- ebe - L - j'é

In Column 3: (Qle ebe L je?

-

And in Column &4:

(Where] ('What place') [are] you going? ('What place you
en route to?')

The grammar notes are perhaps more extensive than minimally
required in a work with primarily pedagogic purposes. The absence
of suitable reference grammars of Igbo make this desirable. On the
other hand, no brief course can pretend to an exhaustive treatment
of structure. Many matters of derivational morphology and of
syntax have been slighted in favor of more detailed treatment of
grammatical function of tone. This was done on the assumption that
morphological and syntactic use of tone is the primary difficulty
in Igbo for English speakers and that ‘conventional’ matters of
grammar, such as work order and ‘idiom’, will be more apparent to
the student as he progresses beyond the scope of the present course
than will matters of tone. The drills are nearly all of the
substitution type. The Introduction and Unit 1 contain
recommendations for the routine use of such drills.

Inasmuch as the marking of tone and a fairly complex
transcription system must be employed with a variety of diacritic
marks, it is 1inevitable that there should occur errors in the
printed version due to faulty proof-reading. Every effort has been
made to keep these to a minimum.

Use of the Course Materials

Tone Drills

Each tone drill is designed to be done entirely orally. Each
individual tone drill should be repeated until the learner can give
correct responses without error. The correct responses are
recorded on the tape and printed in the text.

After all drills in a lettered section have been successfully
accomplished, the learner should repeat the section writing his/her

responses. This helps the association of accents used as
orthographic symbols of tone with relative pitches perceived
aurally. All tone drills should be completed before learners

progress beyond Unit 3.
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Dialogues

The dialogues are presented by a native speaker at normal speed,
and the learner should initially listen with the text closed.
Normal speed is defined as no slower than the slowest rendering of
the utterance which the speaker would use in natural conversation
with another native speaker of Igbo.

The dialogues are presented at normal speed with the individual
words and phrases on the ’‘build-ups’ printed. The learner should
imitate the utterance as the native speaker. If a complete
utterance offers particular problems for the learner, the teacher
on the tape presents the utterances in parts, commonly starting
from the end (with the last phrase) and building up by adding the
preceding parts of the utterance. For this reason, the sentences
in the early dialogues are kept very short and the speaker uses
frequent repetition of whole utterances Lo partial presentation.

Narratives

The narratives should be drilled as were the dialogues. As the
utterances are 1longer, the separate phrases may have to be
practiced separately. Each narrative is to be memorized as were
the dialogues until the learner can tell the story with smooth,
fluent and correct delivery.
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PART I

TONE DRILLS

{Tone drills begin on side B of tape 11)
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Instructions for Tone Drills

Each of the following drills contains ten items. There are
two principal types of drill:

1. Same - Different drills in which each i1tem 1s a pair of
forms. You are expected to respond 'same! or 'different' according
to whether you heard the same form repeated or two different forms.
For example 1f you hear the pair:

d . rd
ezhi 'true'! ezhl 'compound'!

you will respond -------- 'different! because the tone patterns of
the two words are different and, 1f you are recording your responses
on paper, you will write a 'D'. Listen again to the same pair:

ezhi Ttrue! ezhi tcompound'! -——=-=- different

The first word ézhi means 'true'!'. The second ezhil means 'yard,
compound or outdoors'! so you can see that these words are different
in both form (tone pattern) and meaning. The first two drills are
Same - Different drills. Do these two drills now:

Section A
1. Oral Response Isame'! or 'different!
Written Response S or D
1. aka hand aka exceeding D 1.
2. aka aka S 2.
3. aka aka D 3.
L. dka aka D L.
5. aka dka S 5.
6. aka aka s 6.
7. aka aka D 7.
8. aka aka S 8.
9. aka aka D 9.
10. saka aka S 10.
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2. Oral Response 'same' or 'different!
Written Response S or D
1. anu meat éng S 1.
2. anﬁ hearing énq D 2.
3. éng éné D 3.
L. amu éng S L.
S. any én@ S 5.
6. ﬁné éné S 6.
7. éng iné D Te
8. Qnﬁ éng D 8.
9. éné éng D S.
10.  amy any s 10.

2. The second type of drill i1s identification drill. Here
each 1tem 1s one utterance and you are expected to listen carefully
and to describe the tone pattern. For example if you hear:

' d
ezhi 'true!

you will respond -------- 'thigh-high'! since both syllables are
high 1n relative tone. When you write responses you will write
two acute accents.

If you hear:

ezhi 'compound'!

you will respond --=----- 'low high' since the second syllable is
relatively higher than the first. When you write your responses
you will write two acute accents for high-high and you will write

a grave accent and an acute accent for low-high.
The next two drills are identification drills. Do them now:
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Oral Response high high or

Written Response

aka hand

aka exceeding
aka

aka

aka

aka

aka

aka

aka

aka

Orel Response high high or
Written Response o
éné hearing

.« .

&nl.‘l

anu meat

low high

L4

low high

LI
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Drills S and 6 are i1dentification drills also but the utter-
ances do not have the same sounds - that 1s there are differences
here besides the differences 1in tone patterns. You are to identify
the tone pattern only and to ignore differences of other sounds.

Do these two drills now.

S. Oral Response high high or low high
Written Response e or e
1. aka hand HH 1.
2. éng meat 2.
3. éné hearing LH 3.
L. énﬁ LH L.
S. aks exceeding LH 5.
6. éng HH 6.
7. aka LH 7.
8. én@ LH 8.
9. aka HH 9.
10. aka LE  10.
6. Oral Response high high or low high
Written Response e or v
1. éﬁ@ see1ing LH 1.
2. ezhi compound LH 2.
3. éhya market HH 3.
L. éng meat HH L.
5. énné four LH S.
6. ébe place HH é.
7. aba Aba LH 7.
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8. Ik'e strength HH 8.
9.  keau how? LH 9.
10. dk'e male HH 10.

You have now been introduced to the 2 main types of drill,
same - different and 1dentification, using the tone patterns 'high
high' and 'low-high'. Continue the drills for this and other
patterns in the same way. Do each drill over until you can give
the correct oral response to each i1tem then continue on to the
next drill. When you have finished a lettered section of drills
go back and repeat the section saying your responses and at the
same time writing them on paper. The first exercises seem very
easy and 1t may not appear necessary to give both oral and written
answers. However complete mastery of early drills will assist
you when you go on to harder ones and writing your responses will
associate the written symbols with the tone patterns and thus help
you when you begin to see Igbo written with tone marks.

7. Oral Response 'same ! or tdifferent!
Written Response S or D
1. ceé think! cée walt! D 1.
2. cée cée S 2.
3. cee cee S 3.
L. cee cee D L.
5. cee cee D S.
6. cee ceeé S 6.
7. cee cee D 7.
8. ceé cee S 8.
9. cée cée S 9.
10. cée ceé D 10.
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Oral Response 'same ' or 'different!
Written Response S or D
P ] .,
shie and cook shie cook!
[} .2
shie shie
L LI 4
shie shie
» rd
shie shie
L J I
shie shie
4 ’
shie shie
o, LY 4
shie shie
.9 d
shie shie
LN 4 LW 4
shie shie
LA 4 »
shie shie
Orel Response high high or low high
r 4 e
Written Response or
»
cee wait!
L
cee think!
L 2
cee
»
cee
rd
cee
4
cee
LW ]
cee
I d
cee
LW 4
cee
LYY 4
cee
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Oral Response high high or low high
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cee walt!
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cee think!
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12. Oral Response high high or low high
Written Response °’ or e
1. qgud drink! HH 1.
2. J'éé gol LH 2.
3. gaa go! LH 3.
L. o until HH L.
5. ree sell! HH 5.
6. deé write! LH 6.
7. shie and cook HH 7.
8. néé stay! LK 8.
9. cee think! LH 9.
10. cée walt! HH 10.

You have finished section A. If you have been giving oral
responses, repeat section A writing your responses on paper, two
acute accents for 'high high'! and a grave plus an acute for !low
hight'.

Section B introduces a pattern with mid tone. The mark for
high tone was an acute accent, for low tone 1t was a grave accent.

Mid tone 1s marked by a vertical accent.

Section B

13. Oral Response 'same! or tdifferent!
Written Response S or D
1. Ime pregnancy Tmé to do D 1.
2. ime Ime s 2.
3. imé Ime S 3.
L. Ime Tme S L.
5. Ime Ime D 5.
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’
ime ime
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ime ime
rd [} ’ ]
1me 1ime
’ 1 ]
ime ime
I L
ime 1me
Oral Response same! or
Written Response S or
r'd 1 ’
ivu to carry ivu load
] ,
ivu ivu
4 ’
ivu 1vu
» L4 1
ivu ivu
st [ L
ivu ivu
I d 4
ivu ivu
4 rd
ivu ivu
L d 1 [R]
1vu ivu
rd rd
ivu ivu
rd L ]
1vu ivu
Oral Response high high or
x4
Written Response or
4
ime pregnancy
rd
1ime
L.
ime to do
» 1
1me
, )
1me
’ 1
ime

10

'different!

D

high mid
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Oral Response high high or high mid
y ’

Written Response or
'd

ivu load

1
ivu to carry

Oral Response high high or high mid
L P

Written Response or
ime pregnancy
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ivu to carry

ivu load

ime to do
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8. 1wt HM 8.
9. ivu HH 9.
10.  ime HH 10.

18. Oral Response high high or high mid

P .
Written Response or
1. itte to awaken HM 1.
2. mma goodness HM 2.
3. ébe place HH 3.
L. icé to want HM L.
5. ahya market HH S.
6. Sk'e male HH 6.
7. mifi water m Te
8. dnye person HE 8.
9. iné to drink M 9.
10. énya eye HH 10.
19. Oral Response high high, high mid or low high
Written Response ‘e , ot or i

1. téro threepence HH 1.
2. inwé to have M 2.
3. ezhi compound LHE 3.
L. {kpe judgement HH L.
5. rio until HH S.
6.  kedy how LH 6.
7. ire to sell HM 7.
8.  mma well HM 8.

12
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9.
10.

éma good HH 9.

J'éé go! LH 10.

You have finished section B. If you have been giving oral

responses, repeat section B writing your responses with two acute

accents for thigh high'! and an acute plus a vertical accent for

'high-mid’.
Section C
20. Oral Response 'same ' or 'different!
Written Response S or D
1. 1va to carry ivu to be fat D 1.
2. ivd ivu S 2.
3. iva 1vl s 3.
L. ivu ivu s L.
5. ivu iva D 5.
6. 1ivi Ivi S 6.
T Ivu Ivu D 7.
8. iwvu ivu D 8.
9. 1w Ivu D 9.
10. iwvu Ivu s 10.
21. Oral Response 'same ! or 'different!
Written Response S or D
1. Ib1 you live ib1 S 1.
2. {b1 to live Ip1 S 2.
3.  ibi 1b1 D 3.
L. Ib1 1b1 D L.
S. ib1 1b1 S S.
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1bi ib1
iv1 Ib1
Ib1 ib1
Ibi ib1
Ib1 Ib1

Oral Response high mid or

21

Written Response

[

ivu to carry

to be fat

Oral Response high mid or

Written Reaponse !

ibi to live

1b1 you live

1k

high low

L)

high low
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1b1
1bi
1b1
1b1
Oral Response high mid or
Written Response o or
iva to carry
ibi to live
1b1 you live
ivu to be fat
s 0
ivu
ivu
1b1
ibi
ib1
Ld 1
ivu
Oral Response high mid or
Written Response . or
éd% 1t 18
’ et
miri water
ék'é malze
ényi we
1me to do
igwé to have
igé to go
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8.
9.
10.

26.

ik'é to cultivate HL 8.
ﬁy5 house HL 9.
if@ to go out HL 10.
Oral Response high high, high m:d, low high or high low
Written Response e s o , e or ot

Twe to take HL 1.
ibi to live HM 2.
géq drink! HH 3.
ole how much LH L.
mma well HM S.
uyo house HL 6.
ég'o money HH 7.
a§§ three LH 8.
ede coco yam HL 9.
ﬁd} people HH 10.
Oral Response high high, high mid, low high or high low
Written Response o’ s o , T or ot

élé to go home HM 1.
@yé P.N. (place name) LH 2.
épe orange HH 3.
cid% P.N. (personal name) HL L.
nns father HL S.
inyé to give HM 6.
iﬁ@ to see m 7.
3g0 in-law HL 8.

16
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9. npwa child LH 9.
10. aka hand HE 10.

You have finished section C. If you have been giving oral
responses repeat section C writing your responses.

Section D
28. Oral Response 'same ' or 'different!
Written Response S or D
1. igé you will iga will you® D 1.
2. igé iga D 2.
3. iga 1ga s 3.
L. iga iga S L.
5. iga 1ga D 5.
6. %ga iga S 6.
7. igé igé S 7.
8. igé %ga D 8.
9. iga igé D 9.
10.  iga 1ga S 10.
29. Oral Response 'same'! or tdifferent!
Written Response S or D
1. éd% 1t 1s §d+ 18 1t D 1.
2. éd} éd} S 2.
3. Qd ¢a3 D 3.
k. odi ¢di s L.
5. ¢di ¢dy s 5.
6. odj 9dy S 6.

l,—.l
g



IGBO

30.
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Oral Response high low or

Written Response or
igé you will

iga will you?

jea

pea

{ea

jea

jea

{ea

jed

jea

Oral Response high low or

r

Written Response or

13 1t®?

[ TIEN o T o 1
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it is
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o
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§a}

943

§a3

Oral Response high low
Written Response "
igé you will

éd} 13 1t?

94y

éd% 1t 1s

jea

iga will you?

§d}

jea

94y

jge

Oral Response high low
Written Response °*
ede coco yam
beghi not yet

mme time

ényi friend

ala country

nna father

iJ'é trip

ottu condition

19

or
or

or
or

low low

LI Y

low low

LY Y

LL

LL
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10.

3L.

;W N e
. - . . L]

*
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|

(W)
un

géla

4 LY
otu

st1ll

one

Oral Response high high,

Written Response °’ s
high low

ala land

ényi friend

Isha head

6kwg palm

» 1

1cQ to want

igi you will

{we to take

dee write!

, ]

ngwa 0.K.

mifl water

Oral Response high high,

Written Response °e s
high low

ﬁhﬁ body

ﬁy5 house

épe orange

a1 you (plural)

éé three

%ga will you?

20

high maid,

') .0’

or

or

high mid,

Y ..

or
or

LL
HL

low high,
’ )

low low

L3R Y

5 HE B F

B R B B

low high,
’ ’

low low

LI Y

LH

B H

LL
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. ’

anno four LH
ilé to go home o
ék'é malize HL
ec1 yesterday (tomorrow) HH
Orel Response high high, high mid, low high,
erﬁten Response e ’ a ’ te ’
high low or Ilow low
.o op . e
1z1 to get fat HL
p'éni penny HL
ovu wild fowl LL
1hu face HH
ezhi compound LHE
lte pot LL
1ri ten LH
igé to go M
éné drinking LH
ik'e strength HH
Oral Response high high, high mid, low high,
Written Response °’ s o ’ e ,
high low or low low
’e op .o
igwé to have Joiyl
ﬁku wing LL
gala still LL
Ukwu big HH

2l



IGBO

5. Iwe be angry M S.
6. éd} 1s 1t? LL 6.
T ebe place HH 7.
8. éhya market HH 8.
9. 156 five LH 9.
10.  rma well M 1o,

You have finished secticn D. If you have been giving oral
responses repeat section D writing your responses.
In sections E, F, G, H, and I you 2re asked to respond to

only the last two syllables of longer utterances.

Section E
38. Oral Response fsame! or 'different! (with respect to
the last two
Written Response S or D syllables)

1. inéneezhi 1§éezh1 D 1.
2. iz@ezhl if@ teezhi D 2.
3. izéezhi ézéreezhl S 3.
L. §£néezhi éf@palameezhl D L.
S. éwéezhl ?d+gheezh1 S S.
6. ényigéreezhl ﬁnﬁzgreezhi D 6.
T éiigheezhl irégheezhl S 7.
8. ébimleezhi émaakénéneezhf S 8.
9. éereremezhi égiizéezhi D 9.
10. égi£§éezh1 ereleezhi S 1lo.

22
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39.

Oral Response
Written Response
irdaba
éwﬁghiaba
1b1laaba
inénaabé
Uyomdjlaabd
i;'éruaba
édilaabé
amyryghijldaba
igég'aaba
igiﬁimaaba

Oral Response

Written Response

S Y »
anyi)'eraaba
o N r'd
}nqneezhl
)
ireezhi

o
ereleezhi
[P
agalasaba

U . S r)
e)'erehaaba
A Y r
ebimneezhi

&  pwmy

e )J!'ehaaba
o 8
qwgezhl

4 LY

»
qnqnaaba

'same!

S

or 'different'!

or D

éJ'éraabé

éw@aba

ebimnaaba

igéaba
ﬁjék'égﬁraabé
ényiruruabé
éJ'éeleméaba
ib1ilaaba
ény}agigh+13'éaba

érﬁbéghlmaabé

high high or 1low high

L4

LI 4

or

a3

(with respect to
the last two

syllables)
D 1.
S 2.
S 3.
D L.
S 5.
D 6.
D Te
S 8.
S g.
D 10.

(with respect to
the last two

syllables)

LH 1.

2.
HH 3.
HH L.
HH 5.
LH 6.
LH 7.
HH 8.
HH S.
LH 10.



IGBO

L1. Oral Response

Written Response

O ©®
o H
.
5§
P -0
o
’__J
-

o
)

r ) rd
p'enaannq

kalaba

e No] (o IENEN | o N = w n -
He «0ON =y =0 -
L}
D, =o
s
o3
Lo
®

-

L4 1)
}c'aac'a

You have finished section E.

high high or low high

s .2

I reached Orlu
tree

1f one comes out
He went agaain.

to make a debut

He really went to this market.

Good morning.
L. pence
Calabar

to be ripe

responses repeat section E writing your responses.

L2. Oral Response

Written Response

rd . rd
0)'eraahya

[ &Y
)
o
g
o

;
iy
g

o
8
™
sy
q
fo

%\-
&
E

ﬁyéﬁdiléahya

o N o0 o F ow oo P
«Os
m -0
}J
-4t
1.0}
o
fo
sy
d
[

égéﬁémaahya

Section F

'same! or tdifferent!

S or D
égiij'éahya
ébyérajéahyé
§zgradnya
gééhyé
éd%ﬂanéahy&
éJ'émaéhya

léagéahyé

=Os ~On

d%léahya

2L

LH

mo

HE R BEEHE

If you have been giving oral

n U U O g o n 0

(with respect to
the last two
or syllables)

= W e

o 0 (o TR | o~ \n

[

(with respect to
the last two
syllables)

o> N o0 M F w o op e



