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GREEX BASIC COURSE

INTRODUCTION

Greek 1s the official language of the present day kingdom of Greece. More
than 95 percent of 1ts population are native speakers of Greek. Other languages
spoken 1n Greece are those of small minorities: Turkish, Bulgarian, Serblan,
Sephardic (spoken mainly in Thessalonlkil by the descendents of Jews formerly
residing in Spain and Portugal), Albanian and some others.

Outside the limits of Greece Greek 1is spoken in the nelghboring islands,
such as Bozca Ada and Imbroz (Turkey), Cyprus, as well as in surrounding coun-
tries, e.g. southern Albanla, southern Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Turkey (Istanbul).
It 1s also spoken by large Greek communities in the Americas (U.S.A., Canada,
Argentina, Brazil), in Europe, Africa and Australia.

Like English, Greek belongs to the large Indo-Hittite (Indo-European)
family of languages and spread over the Balkan peninsula sometime during the
second millenium B.C.

Anclent Greek appears to have been divided into four main groups of
dialects: Arcadian-Cypriotic, Dorlan, Aeollan and Icnlan-Attlc. Beglnning in
the 4th century B.C. the Ionlan-Attic dialect spread all over the Greek speaking
territories while other dialects began to decline and then disappeared com-
pletely in the first centurles of the Christian era.

Modern Greek presents a rather complex lingulstic plcture. On the one
hand this language 1s the result of a ncrmal linguistic evolution from the
older Greek; on the other hand, however, intense nationalistic sentiments
during certain periods of Greek history have preserved 1lntact many morphologlcal,
syntactlc and lexical elements of archalc Greek. As a result there are two
broad types of language used in modern Greece, the !'popular!, or dhimotiki, and
the 'formal!, or katharevusa. The former 1s the every-day language of the
people contalning loanwords from other languages whlch have been incorporated
into the Greek language in the course of later Greek history. 1Dhimotiki?! is
primarily a spoken language, that of Greek songs and ballads, and does not have
a fixed orthography, but 1s largely used by modern writers of poetry and fiction.

The latter (katharevusa) 1is a consclous and artificial return to older
Greek, and 1s taught 1n schools and used for official purposes and in a more or
less 'pure! form by newspapers.

Since the 2nd century B.C. the Greeks have disputed among themselves about
thelr language. At that time llterary men scorned collogulal usage, consciously
imitating the classical style 1n their works. The schism has continued to our

days.
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Finzlly, a kind of compromise form, drawing unsystematically from both
ldhimotiki! and 'katharevusal! has evolved. This mixture of the two, called in
this Course 'kathomilumeni'!, i.e. levery-day language'!, has now become the
standard speech of Greece.

Not all standard speakers of modern Greek, however, can be assumed to use
the same mixture of katharevusa or dhimotlikl elements in their speech. The
ratio may vary not only from speaker to speaker, but also may depend on the
situation in whlch the speaker uses the language. Thus the same speaker may
use the extreme variety of dhimotikl while buylng things at a market place and
then switch to the extreme katharevusa when addressing a university professor.

The general trend 1s toward dhimotikl which 1s the normal 'informal!
language, but katharevusa in 1ts varlous degrees of 'purity! contlnues to be
used as the official language in government work (Paraliment, Courts, Radioc
roadcasts, etec.).

The spoken Greek may be represented graphlcally as follows:

KATHOMILUMENTI

x -—-1—//

e
/ ]

a 7/ Katharevusa
VAV
[ L/

Differences of style are even more consplcucus 1n the written language. Besldes
Government or other public announcements, documents, official correspondence,
etc. all public signs in towns and villages are written in katharevusa. Taus,
for example, the word for fishing shop in every-day language 1is tpsaradhiko!,
but the sign over tne store says '1knChiopolion'; the word for grocery store

1s 'bakaliko! but the sign says 'pandopolionl, etc.

As far as the press 1ls concerned the conservative newspapers are written
in katharevusa; those oriented towards the center, in kathomilumeni; and those
of the extreme left, 1n the extreme and sometimes even somewhat artiflcla
dhimotikl.

xXiv
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The written language, therefore, may be graphically represented thus:

dhimotikl kathomiluneni katharevusa
Modern Literature Older Literature

fficlal Language

Moderate Press Conservative Press

Every-day Usage

This Course -

The Greek described in this Course 1is representative of the kathomilumeni
variety, 1.e. that of the 'standard! speech of educated Greeks. As the
influences from the other styles of Greek on the natural speech of an educated
person vary according to the speaker and thus create a great variety of tcorrect!
utterances, both the most common dhimotlkl and kathaverusa forms are represented
in the Basic Dialogues and Grammatical Notes. At the same time the use of
extreme dhimotikl or loverpure! katharevusa is carefully avoided.

The whole Course consists of 75 units and 1s divided into three volumes,
each volume containing 25 units. After every five units there 1s a Review con-
sisting of a Narrative which 1s based on the vocabulary of previous units. 1In
addition to this the Revliew Unlts of Volume I have Review Drills in which the
student 1s supposed to supply proper forms of given words., These drills are
continued 1n more advanced unlts in connecticn with the katharevusa grammatical
forms.

Katharevusa 1s systematically introduced in the narratives of Volume III
and the rules of katharevusa grammar are discussed in the subsequent grammatical
notes. Thus the student who has completed Volume III of this Course should
have a good foundation for reading officlal documents as well as newspapers
written in katharevusa.

The following parts may be found in a Unit:

Basic Dlalogue Sample Drilis

Response Drill Substitution Drills

Useful Words Transformation Drills

tPolite! Expressions Correlation-Substituticn Drills
Narrative Respcnse Zxerclse

Crammatical Notes Topics for Discussion

XV
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Basic Dialogues and Response Drills are found in each unit. Narratives begin

with Unit 2. The occurrence of other parts may vary.

Use of Thils Course

1. Basic Dlalogues

Most Baslc Dialogues consist of 10 sentences. In more advanced units the
dialogue may be divided into two or three parts of 1C to 14 sentences.

The instructor reads the Greek, item by item, repeating each item (a2 bulld-
up or a sentence) twice for each student. Each member of the class repeats the
item immediately after the instructor, trying to imitate hils (or her) pronun-
clation. If in the instructor!s opinion the item is mispronounced by the
studént, the instructor repeats 1t at normal speed with the student repeazting
after him (or her) as many times as necessary. After the class hours each
student goes over the Basic Dialogue by listening to the tape and repeating,
doing this until he knows the dialogue by heart.

After the sentences of the Dialogue have been thoroughly memorized the
students take part in acting out tne Dialogue. The instructor may take one
of the parts the first time or two. This procecure is to be continued until

any student can take part and go through tne dialogue llke an actor.

2. Response Drills

Response drills consist of questicons and answers based on the dialogue
and narrative stiuvations, «nd are dividec¢ into !Response Drill A! referring to
the dialogue and !'Response Drill B! referring to the narrative. One !real
situaticnt! is given by the dlalogue and another one by the narrative. The
answers to the guestlons are, therefore, predictable, and thne student 1s
supprosed to know them. Thus, for example, if it appears from the dialogue that
the restaurant is Jjust across the street from the movie theatre, the student
must accept 1t as a 'real! fact and say sc when answering the question: IWhere
is the restaurant?!

In the first 15 units the answers to the questions in the Response Drills
are given with the drills. Therefore, these questions and answers must be
drilled 1in tne same way as tne sentences of the Basic Dialogues. 3Beginning
with Unit 16 response drills contain only questions and the student 1s supposed
to formulate the answers in his own words, put his answers must be pertinent to
the given situation. From Unit 15 on the Response Drills are no longer drilled
in Tne same way as Basic Diazlogues, but rather take the focrm of a free conversa-

ion pased on the facts given by the dialogue cr the narrative.

xvi
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3. Useful Words and !'Polite Expressions! must be drilled by the instructor and

<

memorized by the student in the same way as the Basic Dialogues.

4, Narrative

The narrative presents in expository style either z situation similar to
that represented in the Basic Dialogue, or a situation related to it, with
broader vocabulary.

The instructor goes through the sentences i1llustrating new vocabulary
items in the same way as for Basic Dialogue. After the students have thus
familiarizecd themselves with the new vocabulary, the instructor reads through
the whole narrative at a2 normal speec. The students listen with their books
closed. The students summarize in English as much as they understand of the
narrative. Then the students read and translzte the narrative into English.
Thne instructor then asks the questions of Response Drill !B!' and the students
answer them. The narratives are intended to be memorized at home and retold
in the student!s own words in class the next day.

The narratives in Units 2 through 5 are presented both in transcription
and in the Greek writing system. In subsequent narratives the transcription

is omitted.

. Sample Drills are to be treated in the same way as the sentences of Basic

5
Dialgoues.
6

. Substitution, Transformation ancé Correlztion-Substitution Drills are to be

used 1n accordance with the instructions given at the beginning of each drill.

7. Respcnse Exercise

Response Exercises occur at the very end of each unit. The questions of
these exercises are not necesszrily related to any particular unit. Gradually,
as the student'!s vocabulary increases, these cuestions become of more general
character. The purpose of & Respcnse Exercise Is to induce the student into a
free conversation within the sccpe ¢f nis vocabulary.

In Units 2, 3, and 4 211 possible answers to the questions are given. AIl
tnese answers shoulid be drilled in the same way as the sentences of the Baslc
Dialogues.

Beginning with Unit 5 these exercises consist of questions only, and the
student 1s supposed to be apnle To answer tne gquesticns by himselif.

Any answer given by the student is ccnsidered correct if 1% is apprcopriate
and is gocd Greex. The answer Is ccocrrected by the instructor if necessary.

The student repeats the correctec answer.

Xxvil



GREEK BASIC COURSE

8. Topics for Discussion

These drills appear in the advanced units in 1lieu of Response Exercises.

The instructor presents the toplcs one by one and asks the members of the
class to take part in the discussion. One of the students 1s asked to develop
the topic further and glve his reasons for agreeing with the problem raised by
the instructor. Another student should present his arguments to defend the
opposite point of view. Another one should try to find a compromlse between
the two posltions. Then other students Join in the discussion. When one topic
has been fully discussed the instructor raises the next controversial gquestion.
The exerclse goes on until all topics of the unit have been thoroughly discussed
and totally exhausted.

GLOSSARY

At the end of each volume there 1s an alphabetical list of all the vocab-
ulary items introduced in that volume.
Following each verb is a number indicating the unit in which the other

forms of the verb are listed.

xviil
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Symbols used in the Basic Dialogues and in the

Grammatical Notes,

On the English side, parentheses and quotation marks are used toge.her ( ')

when a more literal translation is given in addition to the ordinary English equivalent,

Brackets | ] are used to indicate words in the English equivalent which do not
have an equivalent in Greek,

Parentheses ( ) indicate words which are in the Greek but not in a normal English
equivalent.

The English side is not a literal translation of the Greek, but what English
speakers ordinarily say in such a situation. The use of parentheses and brackets as
explained above should make the situation clear in each case.’

On the Greek side, parentheses are used to indicate sounds which are sometimes

omitted. Alternate pronunciation of the same word or alternate words are given after a
slant line /.

In the Grammatical Notes, slant lines / / are used to set off Greek sounds, words,

phrases or sentences in transcription within an English text.
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KaAnuépa oag. kaliméra sas. Good morning {'your good day').
KaAnonépa cac. kalispéra sas. Geed afternoon. or Good
evening. ('your good afterncon/

evening').

Kainvixta cac. kalinixta sas. Good night. (said on parting).
Xaipzete. xérete. Hello. or Good bye.
Tevd ocov. yé su. Ei.
g pés how
elode/elote isge/iste you are
ig elode; rés isee? How are you?
naAk kal4 well
eVYapLOTL efxaristé thanks ('I thank')
nal ké and
toelc esis you
e éoelc, kesis? and ycu?
Kard edyxapiotd, ui éoeic; kald efxaristd kesis? I'm fine, thanks, and you?
Nat. ré. Yes,
il ger:
MéAiiota. milista.
“OxvL. 6xi. No.
Hapanald parakalé. Please. or You're welcome.
(rI beg').
"Apudpol ariémi Numbers
Eva éna cne
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Tpia tria three
téooepa tésera four
névte pénde five
EEL éksi six
Enté/Eotd eptd/efté seven
outh/dyTd okt6/oxtd eight
vvéa/évvié enéa/enyd nine
S éna deka ten
Cramatical Notes
Note 1.1. Transcription used in this course.

Modern Greek is written in Greek letters

inherited from ancient Greek.

The sovelling

is to a large extent historical and is therefore not consistent on a numver of points.

In order to make it easier for the student the firsi 10 units of this course are written

both in Greek characters and in transcription.

Beginning with the unit 11 <vervthing is

in Greek script and the transcription is used only occasionally in grammatical notes.

The transcription used here is an adaptation cf Lutin letters for most sounds and

Greek le%ters for a few.

It is not stricltly speaking a 'vhonetic' transcription.

For

example the letter /x/ stands for one scund before /a,o,u/ and for another sound before

/e,i/.

letter may be used for both sounds.

Since the pronunciation is predictable cn the rasis of where it occurs, a single

The transcription used in this ccurse consists of the fcllowing lestters and other

symbols:
Vowels: a, o, u, €, i
Consonants:

Voiceless:

Voiced:

P> t, e’ k, s, T,

ts, x

b, d, 6, g, 2, v, dz, Y, T, 1, my n, ¥

The accent mark /°/ indicates the loudest syllable in a virase or sentence and /°/

indicates a less

loud ('secondary') stress.

The weak stress is unmarkecd.

A word said

in isolation (as in the build-ups) will regulariy have a primary siress /.

this may be replaced by seconcary /°/ or ever by weak stress (unmarked).

in a sentence

The siress in Greek
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falls always on one of the last three syllables of a word.

There are three types of phrase endings (or: 'junctures') in Greek: /,/ /2/ and /./
(the special signs for these are /|/, /|/ and /#/ respectively).

These punctuation marks are not used in the same way or with the same vz ues as in
either English or Greek ordinary spelling. The system used here assigns specific values
te the punctuation marks.

The comma /,/ indicates that the intonation pattern preceding it is characterized
by a raised pitch of the last stressed syllable of the phrase.

A period /./ is used to indicate the end of a phrase accompanied by falling pitch.

=t

t m2y or may not correspcnd to a period either in Greek or in English spelling.

A question mark /?/ indicates a rising pitch in questions.

Questions in Greek may be divided into twe categories:

1) Questions which begin with a question word (such, for example, as 'who', 'when',
'where', 'how', etc.), €.g. '“here are you going?' 'What did he say?' etc.

2) Questions without question words (usually beginning with a verb in Greek) such as,
'Are you going there?' 'Did he say that?', etc.

The highest pitch in questions of the first category is on the question word, falling
graaually to the last syllable.

Questions of the second categnry have the highest pitch on the stressed syllable of
the last word.

The pitch levels are of course, not absolute, but are high or low relative to each
other.

Stress (which is loudness) and pitch (which is height of tone) must be carefully
distinguished. Since the loudest syllable is often the highest in pitch, there is
frequently a tendency tc confuse the two.

Very special attention must be paid to the intonation of each Greek sentence. It
shcould never be itreated as if it were an English sentence. The punctuation marks will
heln the student to sz2v things correctly; but only careful listening, and imitation as

well as conssant and persistent drill will give him a correct pronunciation.
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Transcription

/i/

/e/

/a/

/o/

/v

G.D.1.2

higher, tenser and without the
glide of that wvowel.
Tedhnically: a high front
unrounded vowel [i].

Like e of let.

Technically: a (higher) mid
front unrounded vowel [e].

much shorter if unstressed.
Technically: a low unrounded
vowel [a].

Technically: a higher-mid
rounded back vowel [o].

Somewhat like co in boot or u in
rude, but higher, tenser, and
without the w glide of English.
Technically: a high back rcunded

vowel [u].

Prenunciation Drills

kiria, kéri,

irfﬁi, {stera

€88, kerés, étimos,

méros

kald, 4na,

parakald, potdmi

eté, 6ra, péros,

efxaristé

kund, kuldri,

kald, ualia
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/e/
leoforio 8dlete
éprepe midén
pérno éna
patétes neré
pénde éla
/a/
tria éra
déka drostos
kald adelfs
mamd patéras
péme mira
/of
éra aftés
pénos mikrés
korm{ sofés
énoma émikron
akéma dlos
v/
pd urd
kutés usfa
kuné Ute
pulé kald
uranés udéteros
Note 1.3. Consonants
franscription Nearest English Sound Description Examples
/v/ Like b of bob. bord, bambds, bukdli
Technically: a voiced bilabial bénc, bika

stop [b].
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UNIT 1

Transcription

Nearest English Sound Description

/4a/

/¢/

/e/

/x/

/y/

/m/

/r/

Like d of dot but with the tongue
touching the teeth.

Technically: a voiced dental

stop [?]

.Like £ in ford.

Technically: a vciceless
labiodental spirant [f].

Like g in got. Rare except after
Technically: a voiced dorso-velar
stop [g].

Like ¢ of cot but without the
strong puff of breath. Fronted
before /i/ and /e/.

Technically: a voiceless
dorso-velar stop [k].

May be like 1 of like (before /o,u,
a/), fronted before /e/ and /i/
(with some speakers almost like

1y before /i/).

Technically: a voiced apico-dental
lateral [1].

Like m of mop; may be fronted
(towards m') vefore /i/,
Technically: a bilabial

nasz1 {m].

Like n of now before /a,c,u/, fronted

before /e/ and /i/.
Technically: an apico-derntal nasal

/n/.

dino, kond4, pandy,

pandéfles

fdo, falakrés, féros

fufd, filos, felbs

gremnds, grinya

4dngelos, d4ngira, 4dnglcs

kéta, kdno, kipa

ké, kirios

1431, lulédi

lostés, lekés, leksiké

1ima, lipén, liymés,

limdni, lituryfa

mi6ima, mikros, méxSos

mikrés, mira, méno

nads, nonés, nis

néos, niszi, nixta
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e o e s B e e

/v/

/r/

/s/

/t/

/~/

/x/

Nearest Epglish Sound Description

Iike p of pod but without the strong
puff of breath.

Technically: a voiceless bilabial
stop [pl.

Usually a single flap or tap of the
tongue against the ridge behind the
upper teeth, Technically: an
alveolar flap [r'].

Like s of seal. Technically: a
voiceless apico-dental spirant

{s].

Like t of tot but without the
strong puff of breath, and with

the tongue touching the teeth.
Technically: a voiceless apico-
dental stop [E].

Like v of veal. Technically: a
voiced iabio-dental spirant /v/.
Made by friction of air passing
through as tongue is in position
tor /x/.

Before /a,o,u/ (or before conscnants
followed by one cf these vowels)

the sound is back, like Cerman ch of

ach, doch, before /e,i/ (or conscnants

followed by one of these vowels) the

sound is front, more like ch in German

ich.

Technically: a vciceless dorso-velar

spirant {x].

Examples

- - -

potiri, parakals, pudend

pino, perné

rémi, éra, rixo, rdvo, péros

koritsi, revioi

sdmos, sila, sovarés

fsya, 4se, {sixos

tinos, poté, téksis

vevéos, vizo, vuné

vixas, vérios

xard, xorés, xdfta

oxts, xtapddi

ximénas, xérete, xfds, ixe{s
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Transcription Nearest snglish Sound Descpription Examples
/2/ Like z of zeal. Technically: 28, pézo, zite, zdxari
a voiced apico-dental spirant {z]. zum{
/Y/ Made by friction of air passing ayord, avdpi, 4vuros,
through as tongue is in position yrédma, ynostés

for /g/. (It is a voiced counterpart
of /x/). Technically: a voiced

derso-velar spirant [yl.

/8/ Like th of then. Technically: a eds, dadi, ddles
voiced apico-dental slit spfrant [3].  BIxti, déndro, dipsé, Oeksid
/e/ Like th of thin. Technically: a ) andoema, 64lasa, 06&los
voiceless apico-dental slit sgpirant dukidfdis, @isavrés.
lel.
/vs/ Like ts in nets. Technically: a kori%si, tsiméndo, tsdy
voiceless apico-dental affricate [c]. tsuvAli, tsivédro
/dz/ Like ds in friends. Technically: kafedzis, dz{fdzikas

a voiced apico-dental affricate (z].
/v/ Like y in yeast. Technically: a nyita, pedys, xdlya, pyé,
ralatal glide [3]. kydto, yinéka, pyite, alidya,

yeorybs, yftonas, yatrés, yéros,

dyios, ya
Note 1.4, Writing System.
The Greek alphabet consists of 2uL letters:
Letter Transcription Nare of letter
in Greek: in transcription:

a A /a/ &Aga /41fa/

P B /~/ piita /vita/

Yy T /Y/ véu(p)a /yéma/

5 A /8/ SéAta /3é1ta/

e E /e/ £uLiov /épsilon/
¢ Z /2/ Cii<a /zi%a/
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Letter Iranscription Name of lstier
in Greek: in_transcripticn:
n H /i/ fta /1ta/
s e /8/ $fjta /8ita/
v I /i/ Yot/ LhTa /yota/
%" K /x/ nwin(n)a /xéva/
A4 /1/ rau(B)da /1amda/
oM /n/ pi/ud /ms/
v N /n/ vi/vi /nf/
g E /xs/ £t /xsi/
o 0 Jo/ duinpov /6émikron/
n I /o/ ni /ei/
e P /r/ pé/pl /ré/
¢ L /s/ olyua /siyma/
v T /t/ Tal /4L
v X /i/ V$Liov /ipsilon/
¢ @ /£/ oL /t1/
x X /x/ xt /x/
¢ v /ps/ ¢t /psi/
wo R /o/ wpéya [oréva/
Remarks_
1) Seguences of letters
Following sequences of letters.are used to represent a single sound:
a) Vowels:
Sequence of letters Scund Examples
ov e AovrohdL 1ulasi/ 1flour!
o /e/ dvoudietar /onomizete/ tit is called!
EL, OL, UL /i/ elpnvinol /iriniki/ ‘peaceful!’
vioSeTld /iodets/ '1 adopt!
vibg /iés/ tsen!?

*Used in firel poszticn only
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o) Consonants

Sesuence of lettcrs Scund Examples
4 /v/ Umoom /oeré/ I can!
vT /= vidvw /dfno/ 'I dress!
T /e/ ynpepvég, /eremnés/ ‘precipice!
After vowels the combinations W7, VT, TH usually stand for tne sequences /mb/, /nd/,

'gg/ respectively, =.g.

Aaunobe /lambrés/ 'bright !
avrpac /4&ndras/ man’
Eynplvw /ex;grino/ 'I aporova!

The pronunciation /mp/, /nt/, /nk/ occurs when the combinaticns um, vt, yn are
fcllowed by a vciceless consonant, mainly in foreign loanwords.

The combination YY occurs only in the middle of the word and represents the so.nd /x)g/
of English 'finger', 'longer?! etc. €.g. &yyeiog /4ngelos/ tangel'.

The sound /ts/ and /dz/ are represented in Greek orthography by T¢ (-7¢ in final
position) and TC respectively, e.g. ‘L'ULycfpo /tsiyéro/ lcigarette! TCi{tC Lneg
/dzidzikas/ 'cicada'.

The combination ~YX=in the middle of the word correspends to the sound /n.x/, €.Z.

oUYXWPELTE /sinxorite/ ‘excuse!’.

c) Vowel<4Ccnsonant

The combinations QU and &€V stand for /av/ and /ev/ tefore vowels and veciced
conscnants, e.g.aVy8 /Javyé&/ 'egg', alpa  /4vra/ 'breeze', edmuepila /evimeria/
‘prosperity', and for /af/ and /ef/ before voiceless consonants, e.g.aUtoxivnto /aftckinito/
car', edtuxla /eftixia/ 'hapriness', elxapLotid /efxeristd/ 'thank you'.

2) Gemination

The geminaticr (doubling) of consonants occurs only in scripi, not in speech.

All double ccnscnants reprssent single scunds, €.g. ZAAOGC  /4lcs/ ‘other', dAlavd
/alavy{/ 'change', “Avve /4na/ 'Ann'.

3) Accents

There are taree accents: the acute accent /°/, the grave accent /°/, srd the
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circumflex accent /~/.
. 2] ¢ e ., .
The signs /°/ and /°/ traditionally called 'breathings' are written avove all

irit:al vewels comiinziions. These sigrns have nc meaning in modern Greek.

s . *
The arostropne /’/ is used to indicate the loss of a vowel, e.g. T avtorlivnTo

/taftokinitc/ 'tne car', v aveBd  /nancvé/ 'sc that I go up'.

The zi-eresis /°/ is written on U or ¥ tc indacate that the comoination of 1

(8]

or U rziressuts either a dihthong (when T or U are unstressed), e.g. &Uivog /4ipnos/

- - .’
'sleepless' or twc separate vowel scunds (when 1 or V are stressed), e.g. npwl /iroi/

'morning'.

: : A ot % : -
ronunciation, e.gc. v&@ 8&0m /ra 34si/ 'sc that he give!'.
», Punctuation

The punctuatiorn signs are identical in Greek and English exce;t for the question

tne semicclen.

B
e
o
Al
3
o]

The quessicr rar. in Greek is /;/ and the semicolon is /°/.

.S rronolcgv: Assinilaticn of vewels.

kald efxaristd, kes{s? Fine, thank you, and you?

4
ot

(K1)

[

)

+hen a word ending in 2 vowzl i~ fTollow ! bv ~ne Legirning with the same vcowel, cre
~ . ' 4 ! rd ’
o7 Lne vowels 1s «os milated, taus /ke/+ ‘esis/=/kezis/.
Similar vowel assimilation occurz with certain other comoinaticns of vowels (see

later units).

12
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UNIT 2

Mé ouyywpelte.

nov
elvay

% npeofela
IIo¥U elvay 7 mpeoBela;

SeZLé

‘E npeoBela elvar 8eELé.

18 mpokevelo
P
parpuvé

and/an’

Elvar 16 mpoZevelo panouvé
an’eb;
MéAiota, elvat.

apLotepd

o oradudg

Elvar 6 ovadpdc &pLotepd;

v elvat.

s

"Oxu, &

me sinxorite.

ine
i prezvia
pd in(e) i prezvia?

deksid

i prezvia, ine Beksi4.

to proksenio
makrid
apd/ap

edb

apodd

ine to prokseric maxrid,

apodd?
mdlista. Ine.

ar:sterd

o stabmbs

in(e) o staémds

aristeri?
dén

P s )
OXl1. Zen .ne,.

13

Excuse me.

where
{he, she, it) is,(they) are
(tre) emeassy
where is the Embassy?
right, to the right,
on the right
The Emrassv is on the right.
(the) consvlate
far
Irem
here

Irom here

Is tze Cersulate far frem

Is the svation on the lef+?



